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Have you ever wondered why people still get married these days when so many couples just live together without getting married?  According to some studies, about 40 to 50 percent of all marriages will end in divorce, even though before the 1960s divorce was still considered something shameful in America.  Yet nowadays, in spite of the increasing prevalence（普遍）of divorce, many people still get married for various reasons.

Some people get married simply because of love, and because they want to stand in the church and promise to love each other forever.  They want to make this promise in front of their friends and family and start a wonderful life together.  On the other hand, some people get married because of social pressure.  In many cultures, people still have a prejudice against those who are unmarried, so single people have to often face the question, “When are you going to get married?”  And this is one of the reasons why arranged marriages, now often “arranged” through online computer services, are becoming more and more common.  Besides, some people get married due to practical concerns.  In many countries, governments provide tax benefits only for married couples.  Marriage also provides people with such benefits as health insurance and social security for one’s jobless spouse.  This is very important for many people.  Also, many people get married because of their religious beliefs.  Most religions emphasize the importance of marriage; therefore, people who believe in a religion may get married to fulfill their religious duties.  

(

) 1.
According to this article, which is NOT an advantage that married people may have?

(A) Social pressure.
(B) Social security.
(C) Health insurance.
(D) Tax benefits.

(

) 2.
Which is one of the reasons why people still get married nowadays?

(A) Because there are fewer and fewer people getting divorced.  

(B) Because their bosses ask them to get married to get social security.

(C) Because people commonly have a bias against those who are unmarried.
(D) Because married couples don’t have to pay taxes.

(

) 3.
The word “spouse” is closest in meaning to ______.  

(A) father or mother
(B) marriage
(C) government

(D) husband or wife

(

) 4.
Which of the following is true?  

(A)
Religious restrictions discourage people from getting married.

(B)
Though divorce was still considered shameful a few decades ago, more and more people are getting divorced now.

(C)
Because of the high divorce rate, few couples want to just live together.

(D)
Many people don’t get married because of social pressure.
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